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Synopsis

American Gargoyles: Spirits in Stone is the first pictorial essay on the many gargoyles found in the
United States, featuring unique stories and breathtaking full-color photographs of these monstrous
but delightful angels with a sense of humor. A number of books have showcased the medieval
gargoyles of Europe, but never before has one been devoted to the thousands of gargoyles that
peer down from American buildings. Lewd or ferocious, holy or humorous, these astonishing
carvings are distinguished by fine artistry, vivid imagination, and spiritual mystery.American
Gargoyles puts us face-to-face with the winged griffins, fallen angels, and damned souls of
Washington’s National Cathedral, as well as those adorning the Woolworth Building and the
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City, Princeton University, the University of
Pennsylvania, Tribune Tower in Chicago, Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, and many other
buildings. Robert Llewellyn’s glorious photographs reveal the craftsmanship of the artisans and
sculptors who created these works.With Darlene Trew Crist’s fascinating explanations of the
varieties of gargoyles, stories about their history and creation, and extensive resource information,
including websites, American Gargoyles makes a convincing case for looking up as we walk down

the streets of America’s cities.
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Customer Reviews

Gargoyles have gotten to be very popular recently, and any gargoyle fan ought to get the book

_American Gargoyles: Spirits in Stone_ (Clarkson Potter) by Darlene Trew Crist, with photographs



by Robert Llewellyn, because American gargoyles are fun. It wasn’t the original job of gargoyles to
be fun. One of the explanations of how gargoyles got into their exalted positions in churches is that
they were placed there to entice pagans to come and worship at Christian locales. Those who ran
the churches thought that pagan symbols, and scary ones at that, were a good marketing ploy.
Perhaps we American moderns are simply amused by carvings of fearsome dragons, but there are
plenty of gargoyles shown here that are deliberately humorous caricatures.The pictures are a treat.
This is not a big, coffee-table book, but there are scores of pictures from many American sacred,
commercial, and academic buildings. Though American gargoyles reflect the traditions of Europe,
many are truly American. The University of Pennsylvania, for instance, has a strictly medieval style
of quadrangle, complete with gargoyles, but one of them is a football player. At Washington National
Cathedral, there is a gargoyle showing a crooked politician; he has horns, a big belly, a cigar, and a
pocket full of dollar bills. There are a pair of gargoyles there which were given by a grandmother in
thanks for her two grandsons. One is angelic and one is demonic, and she never said which is
which; the grandsons are now grown up and still don’t know. A weeping sea turtle is there as a
statement of environmental protection. Out of the mouth of a monstrous duck stares a tourist with a
camera, a payback from the carver who was the subject of thousands of pictures as he
worked._American Gargoyles_ could have been a lot bigger, but Crist has included a reading list for

those who want to see more. It is a good-looking and informative book.

| was a little skeptical when | first picked up "American Gargoyles: Spirits in Stone" but a friend had
reccomended it so | decided to read it. Boy, am | glad | did! If | hadn’t | would have missed out on
the wonderful details, breathtaking pictures and an all around fascinating history of American
Gargoyles. The pictures are well shot, and | have to admit, were the first thing that caught my eye.
But, when | sat down to read the text the author shared all these captivating little details about the
gargoyles which | loved! The author tells you the story behind a particular gargoyle and if there is
anything special you should look for when you see it. This book was so fascinating that | was
inspired to take a trip to some of the sights mentioned in the book and check out the gargoyles for

myself. | reccomend this book to all readers, it appeals to all audiences.

| bought this as a gift for someone and now | wish | would have also bought myself a copy! The pics
are great, as is all the information regarding gargoyles. Only drawback for me, | thought it was going

to be bigger, it's no bigger than maybe 10x10 or so.



Having read this book, | have a new outlook on American Gargoyles which truely are spirits in

stone. This book is very educational, picturesque,informative, well written and | simply love it!

This book is one of the best books | got from . | got the two books Holy Terror's and American
Gargolyes... it was a great deal. The book is loaded with pictures of gargoyles from across america
and desrcibes what type of gargoyle and where it is located in america. The photographs are
beautiful and descriptive through out the book. If you gargoyles get the two books for the price of

one. Highly Recommended!!!!

Very good overview of the use of Gargoyles in American buildings. The photographs are
reproduced well and the commentary is fun and informative. A great place to start if you’re curious

about Gargoyles and the stories they tell.

It had some very interesting photos and explanations of gargoyles. Made me want to plan a trip to

visit them.
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